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natural, as life in tents has made dysentery a common complaint. We
can well imagine that the people will become more miserable if they do
not get better places to live in.

[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 30-4-1904

140. EAST LONDON*
The Municipality of East London is engaged in a war against the
Indians, and notices have been sent to many well-to-do Indians, calling
upon them to vacate the premises in their occupation and remove to the
Location. The object of these notices is simply to degrade the Indians
and compel them to take out certificates, thereby gradually moving them
out of the town. The powers of the Municipality are very wide. Section
5 of Act II of 1895, to amend and add to the laws regulating the Munici-
pal Corporation and Government of East London, gives authority to
do such things among which are:
Allotting and setting apart, and from time to time changing, portions of
the municipality as Locations for the residence of Natives and Asiatics, and
for abolishing such Locations. For regulating the conditions upon which Natives
and Asiatics may reside in such Locations and the fees, rents and hut tax to
be paid by them in respect of such residence, and for the providing for the regis-
tration of such residence and any horses, cattle, oxen, sheep, or goods belonging
to them; and for regulating or prohibiting the use of the commonage by the
same. For providing for the appointment of Superintendents and Headmen
of such Locations and regulating their duties and authority, and preventing
obstruction of such officers in charge of their duties. For regulating, permitting,
or prohibiting of shops, trading stations, and trading within such Locations.
For the issuing or refusing of permits to Natives and Asiatics to reside in such
Locations, and for regulating the manner in which persons no longer entitled to
reside there may be removed. For fixing, and from time to time altering, the
limits within which it shall not be lawful for Natives and Asiatics to reside, and
for fixing the hours within which it shall be lawful for Natives and Asiatics to
be in the streets, public places or thoroughfares within such limits without a
written pass or certificate from their employer, or the inspector or superinten-
dent of police, or a superintendent of a Location; and for fixing such parts of
streets or open spaces, or pavements of the same on which Natives and Asiatics
may not walk or be. For regulating and setting apart portions of the rivers and
sea where Natives and Asiatics may not bathe.
1 In his letter of May 25, forwarding a copy of this statement to the Secretary of State
for India, Dadabhai Naoroji remarked: "My correspondent, referring to Sir M. M. Bhow-
naggree's question in the House of Commons on April 20th, says that the two points to be
borne in mind are:
(1)   The legislation was passed practically in anticipation because in 1895 there was a
very small Indian population.
(2)   The law has never been enforced before and it has been left to the option of the
Indians whether to make use of the Location or not." (I. O. Judicial and Public
Records : 1236)